
1 
 

 

View from the Pulpité 

Advent is the season when we prepare ourselves to 

receive God's gift of Jesus. It is a time of "getting 

ready" for the celebration of Christmas. Here are 

some ways you can prepare yourself and your 

family for celebrating Jesus' birth: 

 Make an advent wreath. The wreath, because it 

is a circle, symbolizes God's never-ending love. 

The wreath, because it is green, symbolizes life. 

An Advent wreath contains four candles 

representing the four Sundays leading up to 

Christmas. In the center, many people place a 

white candle symbolizing Jesus. You can make a 

wreath using a Styrofoam base, greenery and 

purple candles. If you do not have a Styrofoam 

base, place your candles in candleholders. 

Arrange them in a circle, with the white candle in 

the middle. Place greenery around the candles. 

 

 Make an Advent prayer chain. Use construction 

paper cut into strips. Make twenty-four strips. 

Write a prayer concern on each strip. Use tape and 

tape the first strip into a circle. Take the second 

strip and insert into the first before taping it into a 

circle. Continue until you have a chain. On 

Sunday, December 6, open your first strip and 

pray together as a family for what is on the strip. 

 

 Make a family blessing jar. Place an empty jar 

on your dining table. Each day during Advent, 

state one blessing for which you are thankful. 

Write it on a slip of paper and put it in the jar. On 

Christmas day, pour out the blessings. Read them 

together and give thanks to God for the blessings 

you have enjoyed during Advent. 

 

 For each week of Advent, focus on one of 

the people, or groups of people from the birth 

of Jesus. Tell one another the stories from the 

Bible. Week one: the Prophets; Week two: Mary; 

Week three: Joseph; Week four, shepherds. 

 

 For each week of Advent, make 

decorations for your home that have the 

Advent themes: week 1 = Hope   

 week 2 = Love   

 week 3 = Joy     

 week 4 = Peace   

  

The word Advent is a Latin translation for a word that 

means ñcomeò and appears more than 1,000 times is 

the Old Testament and over 400 times in the New 

Testament. As we consider Advent and think about 

the coming of Jesus Christ, I think we need to pause 

and consider that it also refers to the second coming 

of Jesus Christ, heeding His words to take care least 

our hearts grow heavy with all the distractions and 

compulsiveness 

of the world, 

that when the 

day comes 

weôre ready and 

it wonôt be too 

late. Itôs a 

message of 
encouragement 

and reassurance 

that we might 

stand before the 

Son of Man 

Conôt p. 5  
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UNITED 
METHODI
ST 
WOMEN 
CHRISTM
AS 
PARTY  
 

The party will be Thursday, December 10, in the 

Fellowship Hall.  A Potluck Lunch will be served at 

12:00 noon.  Please bring a salad, vegetable or dessert 

to share.  The rest of the holiday meal will be 

provided.  Husbands and special guests are invited. 

 

We will have a gift exchange, so please bring a gift, 

not to exceed $5.00 in cost. 

 

Pastor Bob Holliday will install the 2010 Officers, but 

there will be no regular business meeting. 
 

  
 

Come and enjoy this Joyous 
Christmas Season with praise and 
thanksgiving. 
 

Liz and friends again plan boxes for soldiers deployed 

to danger zones!  Watch the bulletin for time and 

place to pray, pack and ship our tokens of 

appreciation to our soldiers. 

 

Please get exact addresses of anyone you wish to 

receive a box from FUMChurch.  Donations may also 

be made to church specifically for postage.   Thanks 

and pray hard!! ...Liz an Army Mom 

 

 

Operation 

Christmas 

Child  
 

 

THANK YOU all for participating in the Operation 

Christmas Child by filling the shoeboxes.  The grand 

total for FUMC was 55 boxes!  The total shoeboxes, 

according to Susie 

Thompson, for the 

entire Gila Valley 

was 593.  Now 

add a few prayers 

for those who will 

package and ship 

and for the 

recipients of those 

boxes...  What a 

blessing this has 

been!  Sue Bonefas  

 

 

 

Do you want your children or yourself to know more 

about the bible?   Do you want to understand how you 

can better live your belief in God?  Try one of our 

Sunday morning classes.  There are two classes for 

adults, one for teenagers and one for elementary aged 

children.   All classes start at 9:15 in various rooms of 

the fellowship building. 

 

December's BP and Blood 

glucose testing will be 

Sunday, December 13!  

Family Room between 

services, as per usual. 
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Johnõs Joyful 

Ringers 

We are preparing 

for a busy 

Christmas season. 

On December 13 

we will play ñThe Little Drummer Boyò for regular 

service. After having lunch together, we will play an 

afternoon program for the nursing home. This 

program will consist of an opening medley of joyous 

Christmas carols, followed by ñSilent Nightò, ñThe 

Little Drummer Boyò, ñAway in a Mangerò and 

ending with a medley of familiar carols.  

 

We will  also participate in the Christmas Eve service, 

accompanying the congregation as they sing the 

traditional ñSilent Nightò. 

 

Music has already been chosen and prepared for the 

New Year. It is never too late to learn to play the 

chimes. If you are interested, please call Anne at 520-

909-4008. 
 

 

A Welcome to All 
Although Our Neighborôs Pantry is 

an interfaith ministry that many of 

our church members support and are 

actively involved in, it is a 

misconception to think that only 

those outside of First United 

Methodist Church need help. It is a 

dream of Graham Co. Interfaith Care 

Alliance and Our Neighborôs Pantry 

to help those at risk of experiencing 

hunger. There may be members within our own 

church family who are experiencing inadequate 

nutrition because of finances, who could certainly be 

helped by Our Neighborôs Pantry. If you need food, 

please donôt hesitate to come. If you know of 

someone who needs help please let Sherry Brady or 

the office know so that we can contact them. 

Complete confidentiality will be observed. We donôt 

want anyone in or out of our church family to be at 

risk of hunger.  

Our Neighborôs Pantry is open Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 1:00-3:00 p.m. Only a photo ID is 

necessary. 

 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
REPORT 

 Members of the Safford FUMC Administrative 

Council continue to demonstrate deep caring for the 

work they do to address the many items that come 

their way.  At the November meeting additional work 

was achieved on our Guiding Principles.  The gist of 

this effort is to ensure we are doing the best we can 

with the resources we have.   

As we venture forward we are seeking assistance in 

accomplishing the multitude of goals we have.  If you 

are willing to learn more about the needs we have, 

please contact any member of the Administrative 

Council for input.  Shared responsibility makes the 

journey much more enjoyable and permits the 

destination to be reached sooner.  Remember, it is our 

Church, we will be as strong as the weakest link. 

The Council also discussed the Policies and 

Procedures presented for approval by our Staff Parish 

Committee.  We commend the committee for its 

efforts to update this document.  The varied expertise 

and background of the Council members enabled us 

to complete the document and provide our Church 

with a meaningful and workable document. 
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MYF News ð 

December  
 

MYF will be starting right off in the Christmas spirit 

by participating in Saffordôs Light Parade Saturday, 

December 5
th
. We have been given a place to decorate 

and store the float and even a vehicle to decorate if 

we donôt want to use a flatbed trailer. Iôll be letting 

you know details on decorating time and starting 

time. 

 

Then we will be decorating Christmas cookies on 

Sunday, December 30
th
. We will be making some to 

take home and then to give away as well. 

 

As usual, First United Methodist Church will be 

going Christmas caroling. We usually start @ 6:00 

p.m. and go to the nursing home and homes of church 

family shut-ins. Pastor Bob might even let us come to 

his house afterwards for hot chocolate! Be sure to 

dress warmly and bring a friend! 

 

To start off your Christmas 

celebration, First United 

Methodist Church will be 

having a Christmas Eve Service 

@ 6:00 p.m. There will be 

congregational songs, special 

music, scripture, a short 

message from Pastor Bob 

ending with a beautiful 

candlelight finale. The service 

wonôt be long so plan to attend. 

 

During the Christmas holiday though we will not 

have MYF. Weôll be starting off another year of 

growing as a group in faith in Christ in January 2010 

. Happy Holidays, Sherry 

 

Mark These Dates: 

Dec.  5
th
 ï Light Parade, downtown Safford.   

Dec. 6
th
 ï No MYF. 

Dec. 13
th
 ï MYF @ 6:00 p.m. Cookie Decorating 

Dec. 20
th
 ï Church-wide Christmas Caroling @ 6:00 

p.m. 

Dec. 24
th
 ï Christmas Eve Service @ 6:00 p.m. 

Dec. 27
th
 ï No MYF 

 

Prayer Meeting  - W ednesdays 

5:00 PM in Vision Room  
 

Everyone  is welcome.  If you can't be there, say a 

prayer.  Call me at 520-678-5656 or Judy Fisher at 

prayer chain if you need prayer. 

Deployed military from our own church families need 

prayer: Zack Taylor,  Michael (Trish Jordahl's 

nephew),  Phillip Attaway, Barb Gilpin's grandson, 

and my dear friend, Thomas Benson.            

God hears and answers every prayer.       Liz  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS ALPHA?  A practical introduction to the 

Christian faith - an opportunity to explore the 

meaning of life. 

 

WHO IS ALPHA FOR?  Everyone is welcome to an 

Alpha Course and people attend for a wide variety of 

reasons. 

 

HOW LONG IS THE COURSE?  Ten thought-

provoking weekly sessions. 

 

WHAT WILL IT COST?  The Alpha Course is free. 

 

WHEN DOES IT START?  Thursday, February 4, 

2010 

 

Bob Bigando will be the Alpha Course leader.  If you 

are interested in attending the course or volunteering 

to help, call the church office - 428-4211. 
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CHURCH 
HISTORY  

 
 

2009 was a very exciting year 

as we celebrated 115 years with 

displays in the Fellowship Hall, 

Walking Tours of Historical 

Sites & Events, Potluck Dinner, Special Worshp 

Services, a Variety Show and a Cherry Pie A la mode 

Birthday Partyðall  smashing successes!   

  

In May of this year Church volunteers sorted 115 

years of valuable church history and placed the very 

delicate items in zip lock baggies, then in large 

eighteen gallon tubs marked by decades. These items 

are in storage. 

  

Records and historical materials include all 

documents, minutes, journals, diaries, reports, letters, 

pamphlets, manuscripts, maps, photographs, books, 

audiovisuals, sound recordings, magnetic or other 

tapes, or any other material, regardless of form or 

characteristics. 

  

If you have any items of this nature, please notify:   

Peggy Hunter, 428-0722, raggedyana@hotmail.com 

Church Historian 

 

 

 

View from the Pulpit conôté 

 

(Luke 21:36-37). As we get ready for this 

Advent Season, I want to encourage you to 

ñcome.ò Come let us all adore Him and be 

in fellowship with the King of Kings and 

the Lord of Lords!! 

See ya in church 

Pastor Bob 

(Excerpts from the General Board of Discipleship) 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate Christmas With Us!  

 
December 10th at noon  
*UMW Christmas Party  
December 12th in the evening  
*Pastor¥s Open House from 7-10 pm  
December 13th during 10:30 am worship 
service  
*Children¥s Christmas Pageant  
December 20th during 10:30 am worship 
service  
*Chancel Choir Cantata ¦The Promised 
Fulfilled§  
December 20th in the evening  
*Christmas Carolling with  
Holiday Cookies &  
Hot Cocoa  
December 24th at 6 pm  
*Christmas Eve Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Christmas Prayer 
Peter Marshall 

 

In a world that seems not only to be changing, but 

even to be dissolving, there are some tens of millions 

of us who want Christmas to be the sameéwith the 

same old greeting, ñMerry Christmasò and no other. 

 

We long for the abiding love among men of good will 

which the season bringsébelieving in this ancient 

miracle of Christmas with its softening, sweetening 

influence to tug at our heart strings once again. 

 

We want to hold on to the old customs and traditions 

because they strengthen our family ties, bind us to our 

friends, make us one with all mankind for whom the 

Child was born, and bring us back again to the God 

Who gave His only begotten Son, that ñWhosoever 

believeth in Him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life.ò 

 

http://us.mc513.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=raggedyana@hotmail.com

