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View from the Pulpit Χ 

Well I think thereôs no question spring 

is here. The days are getting longer and 

warmer and Mother Nature has begun 

to wake up from her winter nap. In 

facté soon it will be Motherôs Day. In 

honor of Motherôs Day this year, we 

want to make sure ALL  Motherôs from 

our church are invited to a special 

Motherôs Day Breakfast Tea. On Sunday May 9
th
 

(Motherôs Day), we will host a Motherôs Day 

Breakfast Tea Party at 9:15, in the fellowship hall 

complete with assorted teas, homemade scones and 

jellies and a special carnation for each mother. We 

will also have a special recognition during worship 

services for all the mothers who are in attendance. 

Even though Motherôs Day has only been 

ñofficiallyò recognized in our country since 1914, 

there are records of religious festivals and 

celebrations honoring motherhood that go all the 

way back to when the Roman Empire began to 

convert to Christianity and it became part of the 

Christian liturgical calendar.  

 
I think spring time is such a spiritual time. So many 

things happen and have happened in the spring 

time. When Jesus fed the five-thousand (Matthew 

14:15-21 & Mark 6:31-44), it was in the spring. 

When the disciples plucked the ears of corn on the 

Sabbath (Mark 2:23), it was spring. But spring time 

always seems to have an even deeper significance 

because of the idea of rebirth, renewal and 

regrowth. And every year that rebirth, renewal and 

regrowth happens again and again. How interesting 

it is that Godôs creation is reborn, renewed and 

regrown every year. But what about you and me. 

When we read about Nicodeamusô 

misunderstanding of what it means to be born anew, 

how often do we misunderstand also. William 

Barkley says, being born anew is undergoing such a 

radical change in the way we think about  our 

relationship with God and those around us that itôs 

like a whole new identity. Something happens deep 

within our soul where we realize this new 

perspective, new out look or new way of life is so 

much better than what weôve had in the past, itôs 

like being born all over again, brand new. I think 

this is what the 23
rd
 Psalm referrs to when it says, 

ñé you restore my soul.ò And itôs all a God thing! 

God restores our soul, God loved us first, and itôs by 

the grace of God weôre offered the opportunity to be 

born anew! 

This phrase ñborn anewò or the idea of rebirth is not 

something that is mentioned only with reference to 

Nicodeamus. It runs throughout the New Testament. 

Peter talks about being born anew by Godôs great 

mercy (1Peter 1:3). The Apostle Paul also 

comments a number of times, on this idea of 

starting all over. In his 2
nd

 letter to the Corinthians 

he says if any 

person is in 

Christ it is as if 

they had been 

created all over 

again (2 Cor. 

5:17). And 

when this 

happens as 

John talks 

about (John 

3:1-6), we are 

born of water 

and spirit when 

Jesus conôt p. 8 
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Make Mom Proud  
 

Heifer 

Internationalôs goal 

is to guide people in 

developing nations 

toward self-reliance 

through livestock and 

educationðby 

providing them with 

revenue-producing livestock, like cows, a goat or a 

flock of chickens.  The training provided allows the 

participants to raise the animals, producing protein-

rich, life-sustaining milk and eggs.   They also learn 

holistic agricultural methods, ensuring productive 

land use for future generations.  In addition to 

receiving the gift of an animal and training in 

sustainable farming practices, recipients agree to 

share one or more of their animalsô offspring 

with others in need in what is called ñPassing on 

the Giftòé.paying it forward!   

 

Heifer International is a 

nonprofit, humanitarian 

organization dedicated to 

ending hunger and poverty 

and caring for the Earth.   

FUMC Mission Committee 

would like to highlight 

Heifer International  this spring as a way to make a 

difference in the lives of so many struggling 

families in countries around the globe. 

 

How can we do this?  Making a monetary donation 

in any amount is a great way to start, and a 

challenge to all of us.  What a great way to 

remember our mothers, our grandmothers and 

godmothers on the upcoming Mothersô Day 

celebration, either as an honor for a living mother or 

a memorial in honor of a deceased mother!     

 

And how do you do that?  Please write a check 

(separate from your monthly church tithe or 

offering) and earmark it specifically for Heifer 

International; or give the check or cash to a 

Mission Committee Member (Dorita Vail, 

Barbara Haralson, Sue Bonefas); or leave it at 

the church office with Paul!  Easy, huh? 

 

When notified of a monetary gift in honor of a 

living loved one, the Mission Committee will send a 

gift card acknowledging your wonderful support of 

this special project to your loved one. 

 

 

Women of 

Faith 

Conference 
  

The Women of 

Faith Conference 

begins on Friday 

night and lasts through Saturday about 4:00 P.M. 

It's a time of singing, laughing, Christian speakers, 

and an opportunity to spend time with your sisters 

in Christ. It's a great time to renew and grow in 

faith. You can go on-line and find more information 

at Women of Faith.com. This year's conference is 

October1-2 in Phoenix. Tickets are $89.00. They 

will sell fast, so please don't wait. Contact Carrie 

Glaspie at 428-3706 for tickets.   There is a June 1 

deadline for tickets 
 
 

ALPHA COURSE UPDATE 
 

The Alpha Course has just completed 10 weeks of 

worship, prayers, group discussions, viewing 

videos, fellowship, fun and plenty of food.     

  

A new course will be offered in the fall of 2010. 

Sign up now in the church office if you are 

interested in Alpha Course #15.   

  

The Alpha Leadership Team would like to thank 

EVERYONE involved in presenting this 

successful program.   
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Helping Hands  
 

Have you ever felt like you wanted to do something 

to help someone in need, but you just didnôt know 

what you could do?  Are you looking for a way to 

offer a hand, but you donôt know where to start?   

 

Helping Hands for Graham County is a non-profit 

agency dedicated to performing home repairs for 

people who are physically and/or financially unable 

to do the work themselves.   

 

What does that have to do with you?  You might be 

just the person to help with a simple repair.  

Helping Hands is looking for individuals to partner 

in home repairs.  We have many applications 

waiting for much needed home repairs.  Are you 

willing to learn some new skills, work with other 

Christian friends, and be blessed in the process?   

 

If you are interested in volunteering with Helping 

Hands, or if you would like to know more about this 

program, please contact Barbara Haralson at 428- 

5466 or John Bonefas at 428-0275.  MANY 

HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK!   

 

 

Salad Luncheon 
 

The 48
th
 Annual May Salad Luncheon, sponsored 

by the Safford Unit of United Methodist Women 

will be held on Thursday, May 6, 2010, from 11:00 

a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Donation is $6.00 per meal and you may eat in at 

the Fellowship Hall or order take-out prior to 10:30 

a.m. that day by calling the Church Office at 428-

4211.  Take-out meals may be picked up in the 

Friendship Classroom. 

 

The United Methodist Women have hosted this 

luncheon each year on the first Thursday in May as 

the unitôs main fundraising project.  

 

Many mission programs have been supported by 

this event including Mt. Graham Safe House, Gila 

Valley Ministerial Association, Graham County 

Interfaith Care Alliance (which includes Our 

Neighborôs Pantry), the Pastorôs Discretionary 

Fund, youth scholarships for Acquire the Fire, 

camping and Scouting as well as providing 

materials for the weekly 

Sidewalk Sunday 

School program. 

 

Tickets may be 

purchased from UMW 

members, at the Church 

Office, or at the door the 

day of the luncheon. 
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Celebrate Mother's Day by 

getting your blood pressure 

and glucose checked!   

 

May 9, 9-10:30 a.m. in the 

Family Room of the 

Sanctuary. 
 

 

 

Be Part of the Kairos Prison Ministry 
 

Arizona Kairos will be conducting a weekend at 

Red Rock Correctional Center in Eloy, May 13 - 16.  

Kelly Capps, Gene Etter, Barbara Haralson, Steve 

Haralson, Pastor Bob Holliday, Ed Hunter, Barbie 

Spining, Dick Spining, and Scott Welbaum 

represent Safford 1st UMC on the team.  As blessed 

as we feel to be part of the ministry, we are mindful 

that Kairos is not our ministry but God's mission for 

all people bringing Christ to every prison 

throughout the world. 

 

Our prayer is that each of you recognizes Kairos as 

an opportunity to be part of Christ's call, "I was in 

prison and you came to visit meò. Matthew 25:36.  

Here are some concrete ways that you can 

participate. 

 

× Prayer:  Pray intentionally that inmates 

within the prison will be called to participate 

in the weekend and through the experience 

will know the love of Christ.  Sign up in the 

Church Narthex for a specific time on the 

Safford 1st UMC Prayer Vigil that will be 

taking place during the weekend.  Your 

prayer will become part of a literal prayer 

chain that is constructed and carried into the 

prison as visible, physical evidence that the 

men of Red Rock are cared for and being 

prayed for. 

 

× Cookies:  Cookies made lovingly and 

prayerfully by members of Christ's church 

are wonderful symbols of his Agape Love.  

Instructions on how you can do this can be 

obtained at Church each Sunday, from the 

Church Office, and from any of the team 

members.  The goal is to personally hand to 

each of the 1000+ residents of Red Rock 

Correctional Center a packet of cookies 

accompanied 

by the simple 

words, 

"Christ Loves 

You".  We 

give cookies 

to the prison 

guards and 

staff as well. 

 

× Posters and Placemats: Adult and 

children's Sunday school classes, prayer 

groups, church organizations such as the 

United Methodist Women and the Methodist 

Men's Breakfast group are encouraged to 

prepare placemats and posters that will be 

used at meals and displayed on the walls.  

This expression of Christ's love can be a 

way you step into the prison as part of the 

Body of Christ. 

 

× Letters: If you are moved to write brief 

letters as expressions of Christ's love, see 

one of the team members about how to do 

this.  An example of a letter is displayed in 

the Church Narthex. 

 

× Financial Support:  Team Members are 

each asked to raise $125.00 towards the cost 

of conducting the weekend.  The team must 

purchase all food and supplies.  We 

contribute as well to the work of Kairos 

throughout Arizona, the nation and the 

world.  Any financial contribution, small or 

large can be directed toward "Kairos 

Arizona", placed in the offering plate and 

given to a team member.   
 

 

Remember to check the coupon boxes in 

the Fellowship Hall for lots of $$$ savings 

on your grocery and personal shopping 

items! 
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May JJR News 

 

Johnôs Joyful Ringers demonstrated their 

professionalism during the Holy Week services. On 

Palm Sunday they played ñWere You There?ò our 

first professional musical arrangement, and tried out 

a new table arrangement. On Easter Sunday, they 

played ñFanfare for Easter Morningò as the introit.  

Sunday, April 11 was JJRôs regularly scheduled 

Sunday to play, and they again demonstrated their 

continuing growth as a choir. A different table 

arrangement was tried because of complaints that 

the tables were in the way. Unfortunately one of the 

music stands slipped off the table in the middle of 

the anthem. I made a grab for it, and in the process, 

knocked another stand off the other end of the table. 

The unaffected choir members continued to play 

while the three affected members picked up their 

music and jumped back into the anthem, finishing 

with the rest of the choir. That is professionalism at 

its best and demonstrates the progress they have 

made in two short years. 

  

Having a larger choir has 

many advantages. More 

ringers means more 

chimes can be used in an 

anthem, giving a fuller 

sound. It also means less 

stress when someone is 

not available for a 

performance. Lisa Angle 

had plans to go to visit her grandchildren for Easter. 

There were all sorts of options to cover the vacant 

part ï divide her chimes up among other ringers, 

delete extra chimes and reassign the ringer to Lisaôs 

part, just to name some.   

We opted to import an experienced ringer from 

North Carolina. Yes, that was Stephany Caylor 

Taylor you saw playing the introit with JJR on 

Easter Sunday morning. She had plans to visit 

family in Safford for Easter and asked if she could 

play with us. We were happy to have her in the 

choir once again.  

 

We have had several people recently tell us how 

much they enjoy hearing the chime choir play. 

Always on the lookout for new members, we invite 

them to come and try us on for size. Invariably they 

say they donôt read music, and we assure them that 

it not necessary. Only a few members of the choir 

can read music, usually from some long ago, almost 

forgotten music lessons or school music experience.   

All it really takes to learn to play chimes is the 

ability to count to 6 and to recognize basic colors. 

You will absorb musical knowledge as you go 

along. With our mentor program, you will have one-

on-one training, as well as willing help from the 

other ringers. Yes, you can learn to ring chimes. 

Come to rehearsal at 5:00 PM on Wednesday and 

give us a try.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?? 

  

 That the UMW gave the church general fund 

$1,000.00?  

  

 That the UMW circle has made 7 quilts to 

go to local missions?  

 

 

The Outreach /Quilting Circle have been 

very busy every Thursday making quilts 

for our local missions.  April 11
th
 Pastor 

Bob blessed them in the church service.  

We want to thank everyone who 

donated materials for the quilts.  

God Bless You. 


